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Abstract: The local institutions like forest protection committee are working with forest department to protect forest governance under 
Participatory forest management. The paper attempts to construct participation index in the planning, implementation and monitoring stages 
across ten villages of Bankura (South) forest division of West Bengal. The paper examines whether there is any impact on change in forest 
area last ten years across villages. The paper also attempts to estimate the factors responsible for community participation in forest 
management programme at local level. This paper is based on primary data collected from 228 households in the Ranibandh range under 
Bankura (south) forest division of West Bengal, in the month of January, 2020. A multi stage sampling technique and questionnaire method 
have been used for data collection. The result of the paper shows that participation index is found to be 0.47and planning, implementation and 
monitoring indices are 0.478, 0.589 and 0.342respectively. There is no deforestation across ten villages in Ranibandh range on account of 
participation of the community. The level of participation is influenced by caste, sex, age, landholdings, monitoring and occupation. The paper 
has an important policy implication for sustainable forest management.
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The environmental resources particularly forests play an 

important role in local and global context. It also plays to 

maintain ecological balance, soil erosion, climate change 

and it is also essential for development of rural economy. 

Forest provides various goods and services for domestic 

purpose as well as industrial purpose. Now-a-days forests 

are deteriorated gradually due to human activities. The aim of 

sustainable forest management is to maintain and enhance 

the economic, social and environmental value of all types of 

forest resources for the benefit of present and future 

generations (UN 2008, Resolution 62/98). The good quality 

of forest governance is necessary condition for the decrease 

in deforestation and long term carbon storage globally 

(Umemiya et al 2010). The probability of degradation of a 

forest declines and regeneration of forest increases with 

more involvement of local people or local institution (Chhatre 

and Agrawal 2008). A fundamental assumption is that forest 

user's people has given an opportunity to participate in 

decision-making process about forest resource 

management, and they properly manage and use the 

resources in a sustainable way (Shrestha and McManus 

2008). Decentralised theory states that local people or 

institutions take better decision than centralised authorities 

because they have clear knowledge about forest resources 

and management (Tacconi 2007). Many developing 

countries have revised their forest policies. Many African and 

South Asian countries have merged local communities or 

institutions in the management of forest resources through a 

Participatory Forest Management (PFM) approach 

(Schreckenberg et al 2006). PFM is an approach to forest 

management where local communities are living in and 

around the forests together to make decisions in all forest 

management process like planning, implementing, 

monitoring and evaluation process. PFM is always for the 

people, of the people and by the people who lives around the 

forest and also other people who live far away from forest 

(Karki 2003).

The institutions at the local level are common Forest 

Management groups, Van Panchayat, Joint forest 

Management Committee, Traditional Village Level 

institutions or Village Councils and Forest Protection 

Committee(in West Bengal) etc. In West Bengal there are 

4262 numbers of joint forest management committees 

having total membership of 496998.The JFMCs covering or 

protecting 563344.134 ha forest area in West Bengal. The 

SC and ST communities constitute near about 55% of 

members in the JFMCs (State Report, 2017-18). People 

participation depends on the socio-economic condition of the 

people around the forest and other institutional factors. The 

main objective of community forest programme is to get 

forest products for their subsistence, socio-economic 

development of the people and conservation of forest 


