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Abstract: The study compares three most prominent methods to measure Sustainable Development Goals performance at the country and 
state-level. By using indicator approach and statistical weight method, performance of State and Union Territories was assessed towards 
Sustainable Development. The study results suggest a strong discrepancy in existing methods, depending on the chosen indicators and 
methods applied, states can receive substantially different relative evaluations. The differential results highlight the constraints and 
opportunities for States/UTs that are lagged behind the national targets. Out of 36 States/UTs 14 are show relatively decline social status 
compare to 2018 in 2019.Our findings suggest that several SDG indicators could be refined in term of their wording, and their underlying 
objective could be further clarified. The findings also point out potential pitfalls in interpreting progress on the SDGs, since different evaluation 
methods can lead to different conclusions. Lack of progress in attaining any one of these latter goals, such as climate action may on its own be 
sufficient to constrain future progress towards all other SDGs.
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is a fitting 

framework that calls attention to the challenges to a 

sustainable future and organizes individual and collective 

responses (United Nations 2018). The overall picture of the 

SDGs is a set of goals; all are seriously relevant and needed 

as guidance for attaining Sustainable Development 

(UNIRISD 2016). India, home to one-sixth of all humanity, is 

recognizant of its role and responsibility in working towards a 

sustainable future of the planet and all its life (UNDP 2019). 

The SDG India Index (SDGII), in this direction, provides a 

holistic assessment of status, challenges, and opportunities 

in the path of Sustainable Development. The SDGII- 2018 

and SDGII- 2019 reveal that States belonging to the 

Himalayan region is least performing, except Himachal 

Pradesh, while tate  belonging to plains regions are the s s

front runners. A significant improvement in goal- 6 is largely 

driven by the success of the  in 'Swatch Bharat Abhiyaan'

eliminating open defecation. Improvement in goal- 7 can be 

credited to the extensive coverage of LPG for households 

and saturation of electricity connections. The progress 

recorded under goal- 9 can be largely attributed to the 

improvement in rural road coverage, and higher mobile and 

internet penetration. However, when we see India's  
commitment towards Agenda 2030 by a critical lens, we find 

that in 2019, India's score has 60 out of 100. With social and 

economic obstacles, Goals; No Poverty, Zero Hunger and 

Good Health & Well-being are to be dealing with a holistic 

socioeconomic development initiative. In India, more than 

20% of the population is living under extreme poverty without 

any social protection programme (NITI Aayog 2019). 

As far as health status is concern, more than 60% of 

women finds hardship to get any maternity benefits, 40%of 

children aged under five are stunted, and 50% of pregnant 

women are anaemic(NFHS 2016).Similarly, Goals; Clean 

Water and Sanitation and Affordable and Clean Energy are 

proactively deal with health. The recent report of National 

Sample Survey Organization (NSSO 2016) highlights that 

the major source of drinking water has  (untreated hand pump

water), i.e., about 42.9% of rural population using  hand pump

as a principle source of drinking water. Further, about 18.01% 

of the Development Blocks (administrative unit) in the 

country are over-exploited to ground water (NITI Aayog 

2019). As far as goal; affordable and clean energy is concern, 

India's total primary energy demand is expected to grow by 

63% by 2030, while India's contribution to world energy-

related carbon dioxide (CO ) emission is also expected to rise 2

from 6.7% to 10%. The lack of sufficient human resources, 

capabilities and funds for supporting renewable energy is a 

critical challenge. Further, expanding the supply of electricity 

at a faster rate to meet the current and future demands of 

industry, commerce, and households is another challenge 

(NITI Aayog 2019).

Aforesaid, evidences reveal that the India needs a 

holistic approach to deal with inadequate access to resource, 

poverty, unemployment and energy demand in such a way, 

where each and every actor has their own targets and 


