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Abstract: A study was conducted to look into the costs and returns involved in its cultivation during two the seasons. Two development blocks 
of district Kullu were selected purposively, one  (Naggar) and other  (Kullu) pea dominant block. Primary data were gathered by Kharif Rabi
survey method. Average area under pea cultivation was 0.4 ha on Group I (Rabi pea growers) and 0.53 ha on Group II (  pea growers) Kharif
farms. The average yield was observed to be 91.48q ha  on Group I farms, which was higher than the Group II farms i.e.38.17 q ha . The total -1 -1

variable cost of pea per hectare on Group I farms was Rs. 85,393 and Rs. 59,277 on Group II farms. The total value of output was Rs. 2,28,700  
and Rs. 1,71,765 per hectare on Group I and Group II farms, respectively. The net returns over variable cost were Rs. 1,43,306 and Rs. 
1,12,487, respectively for Group I and Group II pea growers, respectively. Efficient extension services imparting proper knowledge of improved 
pea cultivation technology and availability of quality inputs to farmers on time should be ensured so that the production of pea, especially  Kharif
pea is enhanced to the level of potential yield and the farmers can earn more income.
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The rapid agricultural development in the state of 

Himachal Pradesh during past few decades have led to 

transition from cereal dominated subsistence agriculture to 

high value cash crops including fruits and vegetables 

dominated commercial agriculture, especially in areas falling 

in the temperate agro-climatic zones. The area under 

vegetable crops in the state has increased from 32,000 

hectares in 2000-01 to 75,000 hectares in 2018-2019 and 

production of vegetables which was 4.25 lakh tonnes in 

1995-96 increased to 16.56 lakh tonnes. During the past two 

decades, District Kullu has emerged as a dominant 

vegetable growing district of Himachal Pradesh. In the valley 

areas of district Kullu, the acreage of cereal crops has 

continuously declined and has suitably been recompensed 

by vegetable crops over past decades (Bala and Sharma 

2005). District Kullu occupies about 8.4 per cent of the total 

area under vegetables and contributes about 8.81 per cent of 

the total production of vegetables in the state. Garden pea is 

one of the major commercial crops of district Kullu. It 

occupies the maximum area under vegetable crops as it is 

cultivated not only in season (1020 ha) but also Rabi 

cultivated during  season (911 ha) in some parts of the  Kharif

district. Garden pea is a highly nutritive crop containing high 

percentage of digestible proteins along with carbohydrates 

and vitamins. It is rich in minerals. Its unripe pods are used as 

green vegetable and the stem as fodder for the cattle. The 

seeds of green pea contain 25 per cent proteins and 60.3 per 

cent of carbohydrates. It is also rich source of lysine and 

tryptophan. The present study has been conducted to look 

into the cost and returns involved in its cultivation. The study 

was conducted in both the  and cultivating areas Rabi Kharif 

and the economics was worked out for both the seasons. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The study was conducted in district Kullu as it is a 

dominant vegetable growing district of the state. Out of five 

development blocks, two blocks namely Kullu (  pea Rabi

dominated) and Naggar ( pea dominated) were Kharif 

purposively selected for the study. For further selection of 

villages and pea growers, two stage random sampling 

technique was employed. In the first stage, a list of all pea 

growing villages was prepared for both the selected blocks. 

Then, a sample of five villages from each block was selected 

randomly. In second stage, a list of the pea growers in the 

selected villages was prepared. A sample of 60 pea growers 

(30 from each block) was drawn randomly from selected 

villages through proportional allocation method. The 

sampled pea growers were classified into two groups on the 

basis of the season i.e. Group I (  pea growers) and Rabi

Group II (  pea growers).Kharif

Primary data were collected through survey method 

from the farmers. The secondary information required for the 

study was obtained from various published and unpublished 

sources and from government officials like ADOs, patwaris, 

pardhans, etc. The data were analysed by employing 

appropriate mathematical and statistical tools. Various 
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